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Where would students like to continue their education? 

The continuing education plans of students from the 

country’s best high schools  

 

The IEER analysis examines plans for further education of students from the 

nation’s best high schools. The results show that a vast majority of students want to 

continue their education, namely at national institutions of higher education, and 

only 7% of them would study abroad (as well). The available statistics also indicate 

that Hungarian students do not participate in large numbers in (long-term) foreign 

study, but in recent years their numbers show a growing trend.  

In the course of our research we asked 714 graduating high school students from 

thirty-one Hungarian state schools about their intentions concerning continuing 

education. In the sample -- those students from the best national high schools on the 

basis of the competence assessment – were a majority of students that had a father 

with higher education (56%) and a high labour market status (65%). More than two-

thirds (70%) of students come from privileged areas, nearly a quarter (23%) were 

moderately advantaged, and only a small minority live in moderately disadvantaged 

(3%) or underprivileged regions (3%). 
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Distribution of high-school students according to the level of development of where 

they live (per cent), 2016 

 

The vast majority of students attending the best national high schools (91%, 647 

persons) want to continue their education after graduation. Among the most popular 

fields of study are economics and technical fields, as well as the humanities and 

liberal arts. This year, the majority of respondents (42%) named only a college or 

university in Budapest as their first three applicable possibilities, 31% applied to only 

rural higher education institutions, while 27% applied to both Budapest and rural 

institutions. 

Our results show that only 7% of the country’s best secondary school pupils applied 

to a foreign institution of higher education (as well), they are typically those with an 

outstanding academic achievement, their father has a high level of education and he 

is employed in an executive position or entrepreneur. Most of them applied to tuition-

free institutions and many of them want to stay abroad in the long term. The most 

popular destination country is the United Kingdom. 

The fact that a large number of Hungarian students do not go abroad for their bachelor 

or master's degree is supported by Eurostat data as well as statistics from German, 

Austrian and British universities. 
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According to statistical data provided by Eurostat, nearly 7,000 Hungarian students 

participated in foreign BA and MA programs in 2013, while in 2014 this number was 

roughly 6,500. According to HCSO (Hungarian Central Statistical Office) data, 

between 2013 and 2014 the number of Hungarian students enrolled in a BA program 

ranged from 194 thousand to 216 thousand; compared with that in 2013 roughly 3,700 

and in 2014 there were 3,000 studying for a BA in another country, these numbers don’t 

seem significant. On the other hand, the number of MA students studying in Hungary 

between 2013 and 2014 ranged between 37 thousand and 39 thousand; compared to 

that in 2013 nearly 4,000 and in 2014 roughly 2,700 Hungarian students studied abroad 

for their MA,  these numbers are significant. Hence, compared to the number of 

students studying in Hungary, not many opt to go abroad at the BA level, but at the 

MA level we have more students that choose to leave the country’s higher education 

system. 

Among Hungarian migrant students the three most popular destinations are the 

United Kingdom, Germany and Austria. We comparatively looked at the number of 

mobile students from the Visegrád countries as well as Romania in the case of these 

three destinations. The largest number of mobile students -- a little more than 10 

thousand in both years -- was Polish students studying in one of these three countries. 

They are followed by Romanian students, whose numbers in both years was close to 

10 thousand. The number of Hungarian students in the three countries  was 

approximately 4,100  in 2013 while it was a little more than 4,600 persons in 2014, the 

number of Slovak and Czech students in both years was about three thousand. 

Comparing the abovementioned data to the countries’ national population shows that 

Slovakia has the most mobile students per million inhabitants (2013: 608 persons, 

2014: 583 persons), the next is Romania where the same value is approximately 500 

(2013: 497 persons, in 2014: 492 persons) for both years. In the case of Hungary the 

value per million inhabitants in 2013 was 417 and in 2014 it was 467. The Czech 

Republic (2013: 283, 2014: 276) and Poland (2013: 293 persons, 2014: 278) were at the 

end of the line, both countries not reaching 300 mobile students per million inhabitants 

annually. 
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Number of foreign students from the Visegrád countries and Romania (BA and MA 

programs) studying at a higher education institution in the United Kingdom, 

Austria or Germany (number), 2013-2014 

 

Source: Eurostat  

Note: Data of students studying in the EU are limited to the following countries: Germany, Austria, and United 

Kingdom,  

 

For the United Kingdom, Austria and Germany, more detailed statistics are available. 

For BA courses at British universities, underrepresented are Hungarian (2015: 515 

persons), Slovak (2015: 370) and Czech (2015: 570 persons) students, compared to the 

considerably more Polish students (2015: 1,655 persons) while the highest is and has 

been Romania students (2015: 2,450 persons) for each year since 2010. 

The Austrian Ministry of Education gave data on the number of students from the 

Visegrád countries participating in a BA, MA, or exclusive training program of Austria 

for the period from the 2002/2003 school year until the 2014/2015 school year. 

Accordingly, for each year since the 2009/2010 school year, among the Visegrád 

countries Hungary has sent the most students to Austrian universities for further 

education. For the 2014/15 academic year at an Austrian BA, MA or exclusive training 

program, the number of first-year students was as follows: Hungary 596, Poland 405, 

Slovakia 363, and the Czech Republic with only 291. 



5 

 

Changes in the number of Hungarian, Polish, Slovak and Czech students admitted to 

Austrian public universities BA, MA, and exclusive trainings between 2002 and 2015 

(persons) 

 
Data Source: Bundesministerium für Wissenschaft, Forschung und Wirtschaft 

 

Data for Hungarian mobile students enrolled in BA and MA programs at German 

universities cover the period between 2002 and 2014. According to these figures, the 

number of Hungarian students enrolled in a BA in Germany has risen slowly but 

surely since 2005, while the number of students entering in a MA program has been 

rising slowly since 2009. In 2014 there were 258 students enrolling for a BA and 175 

were studying for a MA. 

At present we cannot speak of a mass migration of Hungarian students for further 

study, but we must also take into account that according to statistics the number of 

Hungarian students studying abroad was on the rise in recent years. The migration 

process is self-reinforcing, so we can’t rule out that in the near future the number of 

Hungarian students participating in foreign BA and MA programs will increase 

significantly.  

 


